
This spring marks the 20th Anniversary of the Kennydale Neighborhood Association; a time to not only look back at our 
roots, but also to make plans for the future.  As you can see from the agenda in the announcement above, our neighborhood meeting 
on April 30th will include both elements: a look back at how and why KNA was started in 1999; and a look forward, guided by a survey 
of what things are most important to the residents of Kennydale (to be filled out by you, if you take the opportunity to attend this meeting)!

Whether you are new to Kennydale or have been here for a while but are not KNA members, it’s important that we repeat some 
information about the association: KNA is a recognized participant in the City of Renton Neighborhood Program, along with over 
90 other participating neighborhoods.  KNA is fortunate to serve one of the larger neighborhoods, with several schools, churches, 
youth-oriented organizations and other entities that make Kennydale a great place to live!  We are also fortunate to have 321 involved 
members, a talented Board of Directors, great support from the City’s Neighborhood Program, and sponsorships by area businesses 
and individuals….all of which  contribute towards the success of what we do.

My intent in telling you all of this is not to brag, but to reassure you that becoming a KNA member is one of the most important steps 
a Kennydale resident can take in order to be aware of what’s going on around them, establish a better level of “comfortableness”, and 
simply be part of a like-minded group who really cares about their surroundings and wants to have meaningful dialog as we all move 
forward.  Joining is easy and inexpensive; you can mail in the Membership Application form that appears on Page 3 of this newsletter, 
or you can apply online at www.kennydale.org (click on Membership), or you can come to our neighborhood meeting on April 30 and 
sign up in person!

To provide timely information that you can trust, KNA uses 4 means of communication:  This newsletter; our neighborhood meetings 
in January, April & October; our website, www.kennydale.org , and direct emails to our present and former KNA members (this is our 
fastest way to get information to you, and we see it as a significant benefit of being a KNA member). Going forward, we plan to provide 
one or more email addresses that all residents can use to reach us; when available, the addresses will be listed our the website. Have 
a great spring, and we look forward to seeing you at the April 30th meeting!  Darius Richards, KNA President & Newsletter Editor

KNA BOARD MEMBERS

www.kennydale.org

Upcoming Events

Layout & Design:
Stephanie Fife
Just Your Type Printing

Website & Facebook:
Karen Edwards 

Editor:
Darius Richards

“KNA -- Dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in Kennydale and fostering community spirit.”

KENNYDALE NEWS
Volume 21, Issue 2        Quarterly Newsletter of the Kennydale Neighborhood Association      APRIL 2019

Not already a
KNA Member?

Join Today!
Thank you for
your support!

KENNYDALE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

KENNYDALE NEIGHBORHOOD-WIDE GARAGE SALE

f

WELCOME TO S P R I N GT I M E  IN KENNYDALE!

Plan now for the annual garage sale, organized by the Kennydale Neighborhood Association. 

Tuesday, April 30th, 6:45 pm*  At Kennydale Elementary School, 1700 NE 28th Street
Special 20th Anniversary Presentation by: 

Kim Browne and other founding KNA Board members
will provide us with a look at the early days of the Kennydale Neighborhood Association: 

How and why it all got started; KNA’s early neighborhood improvement projects, and more!

 Additional Presentation by:
 David Freed,  Eastside Interceptor Project Representative for King County 

This project involves the repair of the  Eastside Interceptor regional sewer line that carries wastewa-
ter to the Renton Treatment Plant.  David will provide us with details about the need for this work, the 

schedule, and the traffic impacts to our residents who enter or leave Kennydale via Logan Ave. N. 
Ample time will be provided at the end of this presentation for your questions and comments!
For more information about this project, please read the “Eastside Interceptor article on Page 2

Also on the Agenda:
All meeting attendees will have the opportunity to participate in a survey about what is most important to them in their lives here

in Kennydale.  This will help the KNA Board plan future neighborhood meetings and events in order to fulfill our mission of 
“...Enhancing the quality of life in Kennydale and fostering community spirit.”

All Kennydale residents are invited to attend this quarterly meeting.
* Check in at 6:45 pm to help celebrate – have some cake, socialize with your friends and neighbors, 

meet present and past Board members, and enjoy the historical displays and video.

Saturday
June 22nd,9 am to 4 pm!

Plan now for the
annual garage sale,

organized by the

Kennydale 
Neighborhood 
Association.

This is a great opportunity to make a few $$$, clear out “treasures”, clean out your closets, attic, garage and basement.  And, 
whether or not you hold a sale, be sure to check around your neighborhood to see what kinds of goodies are being offered by 
others!  Have fun and have a great sale!    Rajendra Agrawaal, Garage Sale Chairman                 agrawaalr@yahoo.com
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We encourage all residents to participate: set up a sale at your home, set up signs, and look 
forward to the substantial crowds that this sale always attracts.  In 2018 we had about 59 
families participating on a day that started out a bit chilly but then became quite nice, 
resulting in a good amount of traffic throughout the neighborhood.  So for this year, plan on 
seeing a good turnout of buyers, because....who can resist a sale with so many choices! 

In addition to this newsletter announcement, KNA is supporting this event by placing 
fliers at local businesses, email reminders to 350+ homes, postings on social media and 
on www.kennydale.org  and A-Board signs at all the entry roads into Kennydale.  So that 
all sellers can receive a red balloon quickly to mark their sale, KNA will not be delivering 
them to each seller, instead  we will  have two distribution points set up where you 
can go to pick up your balloon. Balloons will be handed out 8 to 9 am on the morning 
of the sale. One pick-up point will be the Park & Ride lot on Park Ave. N., and the other 
point will be in the parking lot at Kennydale Lions Park.  All sellers are encouraged to 
place their balloon at the front of their lot so that visitors can easily spot your sale as 
they drive along the street.  If we have left-over balloons at 9 am, we will place them 
at the end of each street where a sale is being held.
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On the evening of February 7, KNA hosted its first-ever mid-winter event 
for children; a cookie and card decorating event in celebration of the Lunar 
New Year and Valentines Day. The event was held at Kennydale Elementary 
School, and was well attended by 64 eager kids and their parents, plus a 
bumper crop of 12 adult volunteer helpers (that’s a ratio of 1 volunteer for 
every 6 children….maybe it was the free cookies)?

This event was conceived and thoroughly researched by its chairperson, 
Linda Nguyen, who did an outstanding job of specifying all of the prices, 
quantities, and sources of all the food items and the craft materials that would 
be required.  Because KNA had never staged this type of event, having all of 
this detail figured out ahead of time really helped the event to go smoothly...
and in getting approval of a Mini-Grant from the City of Renton. 

As the event got started, some kids chose to focus on the craft activity (making 
“fortune cookies” out of brightly decorated paper, with a valentine message of 
their choosing inside).  Other kids chose to do the cookie decorating activity.  
In both activities, the level of creativity and artistic talent was amazing to see!  
The children and adults alike had a great time, fully involved in their creations 
and unconcerned about the major snowstorm which was headed into the 
area on the next day. 

A big thank-you is in order to Linda Nguyen, also to Drey Hicks and the 
Renton Neighborhood Program for facilitating the grant, to the Kennydale 
Elementary PTA for publicizing this event to their membership, and to our 
team of volunteers: Subhashni Agrawaal, Linda Baker, Leah Battin, Brent 
Blood, Karen Easton, Karen Edwards, Jeanne-K Hughes, Paul & Pam Miller, 
and Darius & Vicki Richards
Here are some of our artists in action; for more pictures in full color, 
visit the KNA website at www.kennydale.org.

YOUNG ARTISTS EXCEL AT KNA’S FIRST 
LUNAR NEW YEAR & VALENTINE EVENT

The KNABook Club welcomes all who are interested in participating.  
If you are not already on the Club’s email list, 
please contact Chairperson Sharon Weibler 
at sweibler@hotmail.com or 425-226-9299 

for more information, meeting times and locations, etc. 

April 2    “Diary of a Part-time Indian”, by Sherman Alexie
May 7      “Waiting for Snow in Havana”, by Carlos Eire
June 4     “News of the World”, by Paulette Jiles

KNA BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE

On the morning of February 23, 2019, the Renton Regional Fire Authority (RRFA) 
and the City of Renton hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony at Kennydale’s new 
Fire Station 15.  Speakers at the ceremony included officials from the City and 
the Renton RFA Governance Board, as well as current Fire Chief Rick Marshall 
and retired Fire Chief Lee Wheeler, who was instrumental in the early planning 
for Station 15 during his tenure as Fire Chief.  At the conclusion of the speeches, 
the ribbon cutting was performed by Mayor Denis Law, who was joined by Chief 
Marshall and the others previously mentioned, plus members of the Renton City 
Council and key project team members.  A crowd of about 50 from the community 
was also present to witness the event and get their first look inside the station.

Then the large four-fold doors opened, and it was indeed an impressive sight 
to see how fast they opened!  These are unique to Station 15 (so far), and they 
are an important feature compared to roll-up doors, not only because the folding 
design allows faster opening, but also they allow crew members to easily see 
that the doors are fully opened thus assuring that a departing truck will not hit 
them.  At this time, all of the audience was allowed to enter and have full access 
to the station, meet the crew, and enjoy some refreshments.  This was a big hit 
for all!

The new station clearly has been well-designed and constructed, thus creating a 
station that is healthy, sustainable, eco-friendly, and economical.  For a complete 
description of all these features, please visit the Renton RFA’s website at www.
rentonrfa.org to learn more!  From the perspective of Kennydale residents, one 
of the best features is the ability of the Renton RFA to serve this area much more 
quickly and efficiently….We sincerely appreciate having them here!

Looking forward, the Renton RFA has announced plans for a community-wide 
open house, to be held later this spring.  They will announce the date when it 
has been determined. At that time, KNA will also post an announcement on our 
website, www.kennydale.org .      

     

KENNYDALE WELCOMES FIRE STATION 15!

This spring, King County will begin a pipe repair project along Logan Avenue North, 
in Renton.  This article will provide you with key information about the project, prior 
to David Freed’s presentation at the Kennydale Neighborhood meeting on April 30, 
2019.  The project will start at the southern end of Lake Washington Blvd. N., where 
it intersects with Park Ave. N. (near Lowe’s)..  From there it will proceed west and 
south along Logan Ave. N. Then, at the intersection of Logan Ave. N. and N. 6th 
Street, it will jog east on N. 6th Street for one block, and terminate at Burnett Ave. N.

This project will repair 3,700 feet of the aging sewer pipe along the Eastside 
Interceptor regional sewer line. This line carries wastewater from homes and 
businesses to the treatment plant in Renton. The work will take 6-8 months to 
complete, with most of the work to be finished by the end of September.  The project 
must be completed in one season of drier weather.  To accomplish this, there will be 
double shifts and some weekend work. The contractor will use temporary bypass 
pipes to divert wastewater around the work area. These bypass pipes will be built 
along and also below the surface of Logan Ave. Because crews and equipment 
will be entering the pipe at manholes, there will also be temporary traffic impacts, 
including a bus stop relocation, lane closures (for bikes and vehicles), and detours.

KNA Editor’s note: Because all of this work will take place well outside of the south 
boundary of Kennydale, the activities described above should have a limited impact 
on Kennydale residents; unless you routinely use Logan Ave. N. for commuting or 
other travel.  In that case, your travel time will be significantly impacted.  Consider 
Park Ave. N., through The Landing, as a possible alternate route (other drivers will 
have the same thought, of course).

To learn more about the project and to sign up for project updates, 
visit kingcounty.gov/ESI-02. Also, you can contact David Freed at 

206-263-9453 or david.freed@kingcouunty.gov for more information.
KNA thanks David Freed and King County Staff for this background information

ABOUT THE EASTSIDE INTERCEPTOR 
PIPELINE PROJECT...
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At the Kennydale Neighborhood 
Meeting on January 29, 2019, long-
time KNA member and expert quilt 
maker Sharon Weibler presented  a 
beautiful quilt that she had made to 
Renton RFA Chief Rick Marshall and 
other RRFA representatives. Sharon’s 
design was customized to incorporate 
elements that are specific to fire 
fighting and to Sta. 15.  The quilt is 
now proudly displayed in the foyer at 
the front entrance of Station 15.

A (FIRE)HOUSEWARMING GIFT FOR STATION 15

The KNA Board is saddened to report that our 
friend and former member of the Board passed 
away on February 22, 2019, following surgery in 
Phoenix, AZ.  Mac was always a helping hand at 
our KNA events and projects, served on the Board  
2012-2017, and was Secretary for four years. We 
will miss him greatly.
Mac is survived by his loving wife of 39 years, 
Sue Jahnke; his beloved son, Dave Jahnke; sister 
Kathy Jahnke Searight; brother Jeff Jahnke, and a 
host of friends.

Mac Jahnke      1951-2019
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This space donated by the Piantanida Family This space donated by the Richards Family

(Add to your calendars now!)

April 30th
KNA Neighborhood Meeting

6:45 – 8:30 pm.
Kennydale Elementary School Cafeteria

June 22nd
Annual KNA Garage Sale

July 16th
KNA Ice Cream Social

7:00 pm,
Kennydale Lions Park

August 20th
KNA Ice Cream Social

7:00 pm,
Kennydale Lions Park

October 29th
KNA Neighborhood Meeting

6:45 – 8:30 pm.
Kennydale Elementary School Cafeteria

November 1st to 29th 
Annual Food Drive

December 10th
KNA Bonfire & Marshmallow Roast

6:30 pm
Gene Coulon Park, North Shelter

2019 KNA 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS “Once you replace negative thoughts

         with positive ones, 

you’ll start having 

          positive results.” 

                              — Willie Nelson
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KENNYDALE NEWS

NEXT
NEIGHBORHOOD 

MEETING...
WILL BE  

ON TUESDAY

April 30th 6:45pm
at 

Kennydale Elementary

See You There!

Please Support Our Local Businesses!
Would you like to see “your” business advertised here?

“Spring breathes
    new life into 
the world
    around us.” 

Our paper reaches over 2550 residences in your community!
Contact Darius Richards for more information 

at 425-430-4469 or  DariusVicki@msn.com


